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King Award 2010 
 
Molly Bourke, Year 3 
Irish Dancing, £150 
 
Olivia Purvis, Year 5 
Carriage Driving, £200 
 
Lucy Minoli, Year 5 
Swimming, £100 
 
Léa Rival, Year 5 
Theatre visit and workshop, £150 
 
Bethany Taylor, Year 5 
Art lessons with Jo Acty, £150 
 
Zara Allen, Year 6  
Flute and violin lessons, £200 
 
Esme Calcutt, Year 6 
Flute lessons,, £200 
 
Katherine Kennett, Year 7 
Pony Club camp, £200 
 
Anna Calcutt, Year 8  
Mathematics assessment, £200 
 
Jessica Judges, Year 8 
Flute lessons, £200 
 
Kate Ellis-Sawyer, Year 10 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver Award, £150 
 
Alice Jackman, Year 10 
Singing, dance and drama lessons, £200 
 
Francesca Padley, Year 10 
Singing (Oxford Girls Choir), £200 
 
Rebecca Emerson, Year 12 
Tennis lessons, £200 
 
Hermione Stanley, Year 12  
Sailing, £500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Davidson, Year 13 
Snowboarding instructor course and travel in 
France and Spain, £100 
 
Rebecca Keenan, Year 13 
Gymnastics coaching qualification, £300 
 
Francesca Keith, Year 13 
Spanish studies, £300 
 
Olivia Knops, Year 13 
Eton Choral Course, £300 
 
Kate McBride, Year 13 
Eton Choral Course, £300 
 
Adiat Shinaba, Year 13 
Dance and singing lessons, £200 
 
Imogen Stanley, Year 13 
Sailing, £500 
 
Kew Gardens and Hampton Court  
 
Kew Gardens is a beautiful and most 
interesting place. The river trip was delightful 
and there is a real sense of history about 
Hampton Court. The girls seemed thoroughly 
familiar with the story of Henry VIII, 
especially with the circumstances surrounding 
the two wives who lost custody of their heads. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony Vesty 



ICT 
 
This year saw the introduction on the school 
network of our new Dynamic Learning 
Virtual Learning environment for Years 7 and 
8.  This initiative has proved highly 
successful, with pupils adapting to the new 
system with ease and being challenged by 
ever more interesting topics. 
 
In their GCSE and AS/A Level studies, girls 
have continued to enjoy much success.  Well 
done to everyone for their hard work, 
enterprise and commitment. 
 
Recently all Year 7 as well as some pupils in 
the rest of the school were introduced to a 
new 3D design application called Sketchup.  
This is the first time that pupils at Rye have 
experienced 3D design software, and the 
interest in it has been immense.  For those 
girls who are keen to continue using Sketchup 
at home, it can be downloaded from the 
website  (http://sketchup.google.com).   
 
This year has also seen a rise in the use of 
mobile internet through smartphones and 
laptops with mobile 3G internet connections.  
I think it is good that pupils are able to use 
tools such as these, but I remind parents that 
any smartphones or mobile laptops are not 
filtered and can therefore be used to access 
any content on the internet. 
 

Brian Sharland 
 
Music  
 
One of the joys of making music at Rye is the 
willingness of girls to get involved in a wide 
range of activities. This year we have enjoyed 
performances across the musical spectrum 
from jazz and rock to classical, exploring both 
instrumental and vocal genres. I am sorry that 
this is my final term at Rye, and I look back 
upon its music-making with pride. 
 
Clubs and activities have included the Year 9 
Bazz Jand and the Other Jazz Band. Vocalist, 
Aileen Nedjati-Gilani, is pictured, here 
singing at the Ball, Aileen being accompanied 
by Felicity Smith on double bass, and me on 
piano. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The rock band, Urban Flame, continued to 
thrive, as did the many classical groups. These 
groups included the Senior Orchestra (which 
made a brief but thrilling foray into the world 
of the swing band with a performance of the 
funk classic, Peter Gunn) and the Senior 
Choir, together with its offshoot, the Sixth 
Form Chorale.  
 
The Junior School has two choirs, each 
conducted by Margaret Jones, and Junior 
Orchestra has been led by Caroline Hobbs-
Smith. Junior Orchestra serves as a training 
orchestra for the Senior Orchestra, and also 
performs to a high standard in its own right. 
 
Chamber music is alive and well in the form 
of the King Quartet, the Year 9 Ensemble 
goes from strength to strength, and the term 
has brought performances from various ad hoc 
ensembles, one of the most impressive being 
the Alexandra Cotter and Julia McCourt duo, 
a duo delighting audiences throughout the 
term and Alex and Julia achieving an 
Outstanding for their ABRSM Ensemble 
examination.  
 
Then there have been our regular theory and 
aural clubs, supporting examination 
candidates and others with an interest in 
developing their musical skills.  
 
Years 7 and 8 gave a lively concert in which 
all girls sang, and many performed 
instrumental pieces as well. Impressive was 
the work which girls had undertaken 
independently, as well as that which resulted 
from their lessons. The most committed and 
enjoyable performances are always those in 
which pupils have invested much more of 
themselves than just their time. 

Philip Tebbs 



Mathematics 
 
We have had yet another successful set of 
results from the Junior Mathematics 
Challenge (open to pupils in Years 7 and 8). 
There were nine certificates awarded: three 
Silver and six Bronze. Silver certificates were 
awarded to Mari Esashi and Katherine 
Kennett in Year 7 and Laurie Mee in Year 8. 
Laurie was also given the award for the best 
score in the school. 
 
For the first time, it was decided to take all 
Year 8 to Blenheim Palace to take part in the 
Key Stage 3 Mathematics Trail. On a 
beautiful summer morning, the girls were 
divided into groups and then, accompanied by 
a teacher, were asked to start the trail at 
different points which would take them round 
the spectacular grounds.  
 
What followed was a series of questions on 
speed, circles, estimation, volume, 
Pythagoras, percentages, tally charts and 
symmetry. To solve them, the girls had to 
devise suitable methods amongst which the 
following were required: playing pooh sticks 
in the water as a way of estimating the speed 
of the water; putting their arms together round 
a tree trunk as a way of finding out its 
circumference, then its radius and then the 
volume of usable timber; using proportion to 
find out how long it would take to build the 
dry-stone wall first erected in 1729; and 
learning about Roman numerals to find out 
the age of the Woodstock Gate.  
 
After eventually returning to the main Palace 
Gate, each group took the narrow-gauge 
railway to the Pleasure Gardens (further speed 
calculations), where the girls relaxed, playing 
in the maze and then trying to find a way of 
getting out of other maze-type problems. 
Visits to Blenheim now look a certainty for 
future planning. 

Mark Evans 
Home Economics 
 
Exciting cookery sessions have been 
occurring in the Food Technology Centre over 
the term. One of these was a special day when 
all Year 7s were given a cookbook entitled 
Real Meals. The cookbook is all about 
learning how to cook healthy, tasty meals and 

is designed for teenagers. Real Meals has 
more than 30 healthy, easy versions of 
favourite recipes which have been voted for 
by the public. The recipes range from 
traditional main meals, stir-fries and curries to 
a variety of desserts.  
 

After being presented with their cookbooks, 
all Year 7s tried two of the recipes. The smells 
coming from the Food Centre were mouth-
watering, and the girls agreed that the recipes 
were easy to follow and tasted delicious.    
 

Dianne Bates-Brownsword 
Sailing Club 
 
Sixteen girls in Year 7 to Year 10 have 
enjoyed a fantastic six weeks of sailing 
instruction at Farmoor Reservoir this term. 
From glorious sunshine to gusty winds and 
thunder storms, the girls have endured it all, 
and not once have they been perturbed!  
 
Sailors have learnt to capsize (sometimes 
deliberately, sometimes not), steer (not as 
easy as it sounds) and work in a team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you to Suzie Defoe and Terry 
Newsome for driving the minibuses.  
 

Sarah Lucas 



 
Physical Education  
 
This term has brought many lively sports 
fixtures, with some particularly impressive 
performances in rounders matches. Our U16 
team, led by Megan Burton and Sophia 
Bennett, remains unbeaten and achieved a 
fantastic victory against St Helen and St 
Katharine’s in April. The U11 team 
demonstrated excellent fielding and batting 
skills when they beat Our Lady’s Abingdon 
junior team in June. The juniors have shown a 
real commitment to practices and fixtures and 
are commended for this. 
 
In April, senior girls achieved a great result 
against D’Overbroeck’s in a friendly football 
match with a final score of 10-1 to Rye.  
 
Despite some intermittent bad weather, pupils 
have achieved good results in athletics, and 
this was particularly evident on Sports Day. 
The standard of the high jump competition 
was impressive, and special congratulations 
go to Kathryn Norris in Year 7. Sports Day 
was a real success and a very enjoyable day; 
the weather was kind, and the sixth form 
helpers led by our new and highly capable 
Sports Captain, Amy Clifford, were a real 
asset on the day. The standard in swimming 
was high, and our Year 8 pupils in particular, 
most notably Jessie Judges, are congratulated 
for their dedication to swimming and school 
events. 
 
The parents v staff netball match was much 
enjoyed, and I hope that we can make this a 
regular event each year. The parents, led by 
Leah Calcutt, were great fun and good 
competition, and I am sure they will be out to 
beat us next year! In the meantime, the 2009 
victory went to the staff: 15-1, in spite of the 
team’s eye-patch handicap! 
 
Results of inter-house competitions will be 
published in the 2009 edition of the School 
Magazine. 
 
A reminder to all pupils from Years 3 to 13:  
please ensure that you have kit ready for next 
term, including a pair of clean indoor trainers 
and a pair of outdoor trainers.  

Chloe Trenaman 

Art and Design  
 
As Jo Dixon completes her first year at Rye, 
her Junior and Senior pupils bring to 
completion a series of exciting projects: 
Cultural Containers, Treasure Boxes, Shoes, 
Food Clay Tiles and the Happy Prince.  
 
Sharon Brooke’s Year 9 bag project continues 
to develop, and the girls’ ideas and designs 
have been exciting and original, as has been 
their work for their Alien Skins project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 rose well to the challenges of their two 
themes of War and Seascapes. 
 
Year 7 pupils have made some expressive 
masks throughout the year, as well as 
producing artwork based on Beowulf. 

This year’s Private View gave us the 
opportunity to celebrate the art work of our 
GCSE and AS/A Level candidates. The 
moderators warmly commended the work, and 
visitors to the private view appreciated 
hearing girls describe their work in their 
introductory talks. This year’s art prize goes 
to Natalie White for her work related to Still 
Life, and special mention goes to Harriet 
Bruce and Eleanor Judges.  

Suzie Defoe 



Riding Team 
 
Imogen Barnes, Isabel Upton, Sienna Barbour 
and Sophie Bull represented Rye in the     
Two-Day Schools Event at Offchurch Bury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The girls all rode superbly and really enjoyed 
themselves. The team came fourth overall and 
Sophie came fifth individually. Well done! 
 
Whipsnade Safari Park 
 
Once again we had clouds and wind for our 
Whipsnade visit. The Meteorological Office 
seems to know when we are going and lays on 
suitably inappropriate weather. We gave each 
girl a task: pick an animal, have your 
photograph taken with it (taking appropriate 
precautions with the man-eaters) and write a 
few words about it, preferably interesting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June Key Stage 1 and Year 3 followed in 
Year 9’s footsteps, and they also visited 
Whipsnade Safari Park, in their case, to look 
at a variety of animals and their habitats. After 
a trying start to the day - their bus broke down 
– things looked up, and the Early Years pupils 
especially enjoyed the sea lions, exotic birds 
and beautiful flamingos. 
 
A selection of articles by older and younger 
pupils will appear in the 2009 School 
Magazine next term. 

Tony Vesty 

Early Years 
 
The Early Years children combined for an 
exciting Physical Education session, and we 
are grateful to Barbara Kinghorn for leading 
another combined musical session for us. 
 
In June the Early Years children made 
chocolate krispies in their fund-raising for 
Barnardo’s. The next day they followed a trail 
of balloons for 1km around the school 
grounds, and this enabled them to raise even 
more money, leading to a total of £246.92. 
The children were presented with medals and 
certificates, and we presented Barnardo’s with 
our cheque. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alice Dyar 
First Holy Communion  
 
St Antony’s Weekend celebrations included 
the First Holy Communion Mass for several 
members of the Junior School: Terezia 
Ablorsu, Joanna Bacon, Marguerite Persaud-
Stubbs and Bethany Taylor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nele Stroebel and Verena Schuh were also 
present, having completed their preparation 
for First Holy Communion and being now 
ready to receive the Sacrament in their home 
parishes in Germany. 



 Catholic Confirmation 
 
On Friday 1 May we welcomed The Right 
Reverend William Kenney, CP, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Birmingham and Area Bishop for 
Oxfordshire Warwickshire and Coventry, to 
administer the Sacrament of Confirmation for 
our Confirmands:  
 
            Rachel Allen 
            Kirstén Bird 
            Amy Carter 
            Emily Francis 
            Katherine Kennett 
            Agnes Kim 
            Isabelle MacCallum 
            Olivia Purvis 
            Isabella Thornton-Bott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mass was followed by a celebratory lunch in 
The Cottage garden. 
 
Winchester Cathedral 
 
Art, History and Religion combined as Year 7 
visited Winchester Cathedral on 24 June. The 
trip was the culmination of the topic “Where 
on earth do we find God?” The group were 
taken round by Cheryl Bryan who provided a 
fascinating insight into the history of the 
cathedral and its continuing use as a place of 
worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights of the tour included the crypt with 
its haunting statue by Anthony Gormley, 
Sound II, and the abstract West Window 
pieced together from fragments of stained 
glass shattered by the muskets of Civil War 
Puritans. Cheryl Bryan was so impressed with 
the attitude and interest of the Rye girls that 
she arranged a private viewing of the 
Winchester Bible, a great medieval 
illuminated masterpiece not usually available 
to school parties. 

David Willcock 
 
Anglican Confirmation 
 
Monday 30 June brought Anglican 
Confirmation celebrated by the Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet, the Right Reverend Andrew 
Burnham, for: 
 
            Alice Ballard 
            Lucy Ballard 
            Anna Calcutt 
            Esme Calcutt 
            Katherine Calcutt 
            Charlotte Keely 
            Clementine Oliver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The candidates were joined by friends, family 
and local clergy on Langley Lodge lawn for a 
celebration lunch. 

Pam Evans 
Sixth Form 
 
Year 13’s time at Rye drew to a close with the 
May Ball, this year in a Parisian setting, hall 
and marquee being decorated with images of 
dancers, the Eiffel Tower and other Parisian 
scenes. As Head Girl, Lucy Saunders 
welcomed everyone and then took to the stage 
with her fellow musicians to give us live 
cabaret. The strawberries have regularly been 
the gift of the Stanley family, and this year, 
Imogen’s last year, the asparagus was the gift 
of Rectory Farm as well. 



Our Leavers’ Mass was celebrated by Father 
Fred and Father Benny and, with the .girls’ 
individual blessings and commissionings 
filmed by David Willcock and incorporated 
into Year 13’s valedictory DVD, all of us 
have a lasting memory of the completion of 
this year group’s time at Rye, as well as a 
witty version of Pirates of the Caribbean.  
 
In May, Lucy Saunders, Francesca Keith and 
their fellow Patricians handed over their roles 
to their successors: Susie Kumah as Head 
Girl, Lauren Townson as Deputy Head Girl 
Amy Clifford as Sports Captain, Mary 
Newnham as Sacristan, Jo Bramham as 
Council Secretary, Rebecca Emerson as 
Music Organiser, Abigail Jones as Drama 
Organiser, Jessica Townson as Housemothers’ 
Co-ordinator, and Hermione Stanley as Green 
Girl. From our Patricians come our new 
Heads of Houses, Rebecca Emerson for 
Hendred, Abigail Jones for Stonor,  Jo 
Bramham for Holywell and Mary Newnham 
for Binsey. We wish them a happy and 
successful year. 
 

Joanne Croft 
Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Easter holiday gave 30 girls from Years 
10 -13 the opportunity to visit Iceland. It was 
exciting to see at first hand the dramatic 
landscapes and the evidence of the island’s 
history of volcanic activity, and girls returned 
with vivid memories of a strange and 
beautiful place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then came the new term and two major 
fieldwork days. Year 8 visited Didcot Power 
Station as part of their studies on the 
environmental impacts of energy production. 
The massive cooling towers looked even 
bigger close up, and we managed to see the 
inside of the huge turbines in the Turbine Hall 
and the control room. Year 9 travelled to 
investigate the seashore at Lulworth Cove and 
Studland Bay and enjoyed the sunny intervals 
on the beach, counting wave frequency and 
measuring beach sediments. 

Misia Newsome 
Library 
 
The themes, ‘The Dream’ and ‘The Moment 
my Life Changed Forever’, struck a chord 
with budding writers from Years 1 to 10 
inclusive.  Almost 100 haikus, mini sagas, 
poems, limericks and short stories were 
entered for our third annual Writing 
Competition. The judge, novelist Dr Elizabeth 
Lowry, commented:  “I was impressed again 
this year by the diversity and vitality of the 
entries, and their sheer number.” The First 
Prize winners were Olivia Purvis, Kate Ellis-
Sawyer, Josie Lindsey-Clark, Amy Kirtley, 
Octavia Kerr and Elizabeth Roberts. Special 
Mentions were awarded to Jessica Steele, 
Polina Trofimova, Lucy Marter-Gunn, Léa 
Rival, Katie Kennett, Kate Longshaw, Alex 
Cotter, Julia McCourt, Andrea de la Herrán 
Murillo, Cheryl Ng, Ella Tebay, Elizabeth 
Thompson and David Willcock. 
 
Meanwhile, reading reached a new high with 
1278 books borrowed since September (718 
last year) and we acquired 500 new books and 
25 DVDs. 
 
The Reading Group met to review favourite 
books and teenage novels on the Carnegie 
Medal shortlist, including Siobhan Dowd’s 
Bog Child, our winning book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Library Committee has generated many 
good ideas. Special thanks go to this year’s 
helpers: Julia Brouard, Francesca Keith, 
Ashwini Virgincar and Emily Wickens and to 
Dr Elizabeth Lowry as our Writing 
Competition judge, and Dr Fiona Ross for her 
time, encouragement, ideas and joie de vivre! 
 

Elizabeth Kirby 
Languages 
 
In Year 9, the girls undertake a project on how 
to improve a town. They have to work in 
groups and research a French town, looking at 
the amenities, and then put forward 
suggestions for improvements which they 
present in French to the rest of the class. All 
the groups did themselves justice and they 
worked well together. Congratulations to the 
winning group; Shruti Virgincar, Shauni 
McGregor, Yuka Esashi and Iona Williamson. 
Among their many ideas were building a zoo 
and public gardens, as well as a métro to help 
overcome traffic problems.  
 
Girls in Year 9 and 10 have worked hard at 
developing their writing skills by producing 
some wonderful examples of essays on 
holidays abroad, school life at Rye and a 
birthday. 
 
In Latin Year 7 have been imagining school 
life in Roman times and deciding which they 
preferred most, Rye or Roman times.   
 
Year 8 put on a short play in Latin, French or 
Spanish, each play retelling a familiar 
children’s story.  
 
As the term draws to a close, we wish Lucy 
Howard every happiness as she embarks on 
her maternity leave.  May she enjoy the time 
ahead in her new role as a mother. We look 
forward to her return in the spring. 

Joanne Croft 
 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 
Trinity Term brings the practice and final 
expeditions, and  all pupils this year have 
successfully completed this section of their 
Award. Bronzes navigated their way around 
first Farmoor and then Chilton, while the 
Silvers stretched their legs on a three-day 

Ridgeway hike and then took on the challenge 
of Exmoor and their three days there. For 
most of the expedition days, the weather was 
kind to us, but there were reminders of fiercer 
conditions, for example the layer of ice on our 
tents during the Silver practice expedition. 
Our Golds tackled Dartmoor with 
determination, stamina, good sense and 
success, and they will move on next to the 
challenge of Arran this coming year. 
 
All pupils who have registered for Awards 
this year should now have planned and made a 
start on their volunteering, skills and physical 
sections. Bronze participants need to check 
carefully that their selected activities fit the 
relevant category and fall within the scope of 
the Award. It is important that participants 
keep a careful record of each session and 
ensure that record books are completed 
correctly by the people supervising activities. 
To check arrangements, please see the website 
(www.theaward.org). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helen Tomlinson 
Drama 
 
This year was the first year in which we had a 
Sound Designer, a Set Designer and a 
Lighting Designer, all eager to work in these 
creative areas for their final GCSE Drama 
examination in April. The specification 
outlines requirements for each discipline and 
then students have to work alongside the 
performers and director to design a concept 
which will work practically and show 
imagination and understanding of the 
stimulus. The stimulus for the group was Lord 
of the Flies adapted for the stage by Nigel 
Williams.  The script captures the dynamic 
narrative of Golding’s novel and gives a 
strong framework for the actors’ roles.   



During rehearsals Hannah Grovenor 
(Lighting) Jasmine Allday (Sound) and Poppy 
Hatrick (Set) imaginatively transferred skills 
which they had acquired as Drama students 
throughout the GCSE course into their work 
as Design students.   Each girl had to create a 
portfolio of ideas, take responsibility for 
realising her concept and then present the 
development of the process to the examiner 
and audience prior to the performance. Their 
work was warmly acclaimed and a 
magnificent reminder that drama does not 
have to be about just performing!  
 
Shortly after the Year 11 GCSE 
performances, it was time for the Year 10 
group to get their first taste of performing to a 
live audience.  One group created lively 
duologues and short group extracts from The 
Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon 
Marigolds by Paul Zindel.  This is an 
American play which explores the unique 
relationship between mothers and daughters 
and the dynamics of a family made up of three 
completely different individuals!  To contrast 
with this, the other group looked at The 
Chrysalids adapted by David Harrower from 
the original John Wyndham novel, and the 
girls performed a group piece in an abstract 
style. Both groups enjoyed the challenge of 
creating their pieces and working to a 
performance deadline.  Watch this space to 
see the exciting work they will produce next 
year! 
 
Finally Year 12 undertook a moving 
presentation of Diane Samuel’s 
Kindertransport, a beautifully scripted play 
which explores the circumstances of the 
Jewish children who left Germany to seek 
refuge with English families shortly before the 
outbreak of the Second World War. This play 
is told first through the eyes of a young girl 
feeling alienated in a strange land and then 
through the eyes of her older self looking back 
at her memories and reconstructing the history 
she did not choose.  From the outset she 
battles with the uncertainty about her identity 
and self-worth, and she is haunted forever by 
uncertainty about her parents’ reasons for 
sending her away. The girls gave us a bold 
and convincing production, and they 
demonstrated the skills of taking a play 
through the entire production process, 

concluding with a performance to a live 
audience and external examiner. In contrast 
the girls also offered some much-needed 
lighter entertainment in their chosen 
monologues and duologues, a new component 
of the latest specification. We wish the girls 
the best of success in their results in August! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A notable success of the summer term were 
the LAMDA examinations which took place 
in June. Jannicke Stevens worked with girls 
from Year 3 up to Year 9 on a broad range of 
different topics.  There were eight groups in 
total which included performances based on 
Anorexia, The Magdalene Sisters’ Laundries, 
Orphans, Divorce, War, Witches, an 
Earthquake and Ann Frank.   The girls were 
able to be creative and take initiative but were 
also closely supported and guided through the 
process which saw all of the eight groups 
receive either Distinction or High Merit for 
their work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking ahead to next year, rehearsals are 
well under way for Daisy Pulls It Off - a 
humorous pastiche of life in a 1920s girls’ 
boarding school. This energetic and light-
hearted play has quickly caught the girls’ 
imaginations, and excitement is already 
evident among the cast: it promises to be a 
super show.  Please look out for purchasing 
tickets towards the end of next term, in 
preparation for the play’s performance in 
February 2010.   

Alice Evans 



Holdenby House and Sulgrave Manor 
 
In May Year 6 visited Holdenby House to 
learn about the life of evacuees during World 
War II, and the following day Year 5 visited 
Sulgrave Manor where they were able to draw 
upon and reinforce their knowledge of life in 
Tudor times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Botanic Gardens 
 
In June, Year 4 visited the Botanic Gardens in 
Oxford to experience a warm greenhouse 
rainforest. There were exotic flowers to see, 
for example, the Madagascan Periwinkle 
which contains healing properties for 
childhood leukaemia. In the Amazon 
greenhouse the girls were fascinated by the 
extremely large lily pads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legoland 
 
Miss Smail took Year 5 to Legoland in 
preparation for the unit of work on Control 
which they will be studying in their ICT 
lessons in Year 6.  
 
Cycling Proficiency Training 
 
The following girls completed a safe cycling 
course run by Barbara Crowther, Jo Ellis and 
Kim Gray and they all passed the Oxfordshire 
Basic Cycle Training test: Elizabeth Bridge, 
Zoe Dixon, Millicent Howard, Maya Okyere, 

Jessica Steele, Polina Trofimova, Ruby Ellis 
and Isabella Thornton-Bott. Thank you to our 
cycling instructors for giving up their time to 
direct this course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior School Charities Day 
 
We raised £350.00 which has been shared 
between Barnardo’s and the Hope Foundation. 
This is in addition to the £246.00 raised by the 
Early Years pupils with their walk for charity 
and their chocolate krispies sale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior School Sugg Cup 
 
The winners of this June’s reading 
competition were Nailah Choudhury 
(Reception Class), Molly Bourke (Year 3) and 
Polina Trofimova (Year 6). Entries were 
characterised by the energy and verve of the 
readings and the readers’ ability to engage 
their audience. Well done, everyone, and 
thank you to Kate Pattinson for being our 
judge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Camping at Rye 
 
At the end of Sports Day, a group of 34 girls 
from Years 5 and 6 pitched camp on the 
hockey pitch. They swam in the pool, cooked 
supper, played games and sang camp fire 
songs. Some even went to sleep for an hour or 
two, and everyone, including Kitty Northcote, 
Kim Gray and Alex Neil enjoyed their 
camping experience. 
 
Year 5 Action Day 
 
Pupils from St Joseph’s joined Year 5 for an 
exciting day of science, art and Drama 
workshops led by a team of Rye’s Senior 
School staff.  
 
Junior School Concert 
 
The concert on 30 June was a veritable treat, 
with memorable performances on piano, 
violin, harp, guitar, recorder, clarinet, flute 
and drums. Junior Orchestra opened the 
concert with The Skye Boat Song and The 
Drunken Sailor, and the concert culminated in 
a choral piece by the whole Junior School, No 
Wars.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Pan 
 
The whole Junior School joined together for a 
carousel day to create art work for Junior 
Prize-Giving. The theme of this year’s Art 
Day was Peter Pan. Everyone enjoyed 
making mermaids, fairies, pirates and Red 
Indian tepees, and we were pleased to 
discover that Father John Moffatt, SJ, 
Chaplain to Oxford University, who 
celebrated our Junior School Prize-Giving 
Mass, had only last year played the part of the 
Crocodile.  

Claire Bishop 

Boarding 
 
Trinity Term is quite a strange time in 
boarding with The Cottage simmering down 
to a gentle hum as the public examination 
period approaches, while The Croft works up 
to a crescendo with the arrival of summer 
visitors, beautiful weather, later evenings and 
end-of-year parties. 
 
Earlier in the term we had a happy trip to 
Thorpe Park enjoyed by all boarders. This was 
followed by a busy programme of activities, 
including punting, a camping weekend, 
summer parties, the summer fête, various 
BBQs and the May Ball. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boarders of all ages and interests have had a 
great term. Congratulations to several 
boarders who have been elected to join the 
leadership team of Patricians: Jo Bramham, 
Lauren Townson as Deputy Head Girl and 
Susie Kumah as Head Girl. I have every 
confidence that they will serve the School 
admirably. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As ever, there was the sadness of saying 
goodbye to our Year 13 leavers, some of 
whom have been at Rye for over 10 years. We 
wish them well as they move on to university.  
 
We also say goodbye to our visitors, some of 
whom were with us for just a few weeks and 
others who spent the year with us.  



Finally, we say goodbye to Kamini 
Muttukamaru whose work in The Croft this 
year has been greatly valued. Kamini is 
returning to Australia, and her successor is 
Rebecca Mitchell who joined us earlier this 
term and who has already made an important 
contribution to the boarding community. 
 

Helen Tomlinson  
House System 
 
From September 2009 pupils and staff will all 
have the opportunity to be involved in our re-
designed House System. Until now, sport has 
been the main focus of the system, with other 
events, such as last year’s inter-house drama, 
being staged as one-off activities. Our aim is 
to invigorate the House System by integrating 
it more firmly within the school community, 
fostering a sense of belonging, developing a 
sense of pride in achievements, celebrating 
individual and team success and creating a 
healthy competitive spirit. 
 
Our new system will allow pupils to gain 
house points from all areas of school life, 
including academic studies, extra-curricular 
activities and service to the community. 
Pupils will have the opportunity to take part in 
specific inter-house events in sport, music, 
drama and other areas. Charities Days will 
now be run by houses rather than year groups. 
In order to prepare for these, as well as other 
house activities, meetings will be arranged 
regularly throughout the year. 
 
Pupils and staff will be attached to the houses 
currently reserved for just the Senior School: 
Holywell (red), Binsey (blue), Hendred 
(green) and Stonor (yellow). Traditions such 
as family members being in the same house 
will be maintained. Each house will have a 
Year 13 Captain, Year 6 Captain and a Year 
Group Captain, the first task being to design a 
house logo. 
 
Junior School pupils will collect points in the 
form of tokens, and these will be tallied in 
collection jars. Senior pupils will receive a 
stamp in their planner or diary, and Form 
Tutors will tally these on a weekly basis. Each 
week all points will be collated and displayed. 

 
Helen Tomlinson 

Parents’ Committee 
 
Many thanks to Joanna Steele as she 
completes her four years as Chairman of the 
Parents’ Committee, and best wishes to Shuna 
McGregor as she takes on this role. 
 
The Parents’ Committee gave us a much 
enjoyed Summer Fête during St Antony’s 
Weekend, and we were pleased that the hawk 
which went missing eventually returned to its 
trainer. The owl was more obedient! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Haere r�  
 
To those leaving for New Zealand, Claire 
Bishop and Kim Gray, we bid a Maori 
goodbye. Kim did sterling work in the Junior 
School, and we congratulate her on her 
engagement and give her our best wishes as 
she returns home. As Claire prepares to leave 
for New Zealand and her husband’s new work 
there, we thank her for eight happy and 
successful years. Claire has been the finest of 
Mathematics teachers and a wise, kind and 
ever-calm Head of the Junior School. 

We say goodbye also to Dianne Bates-
Brownsword whose enthusiasm as a Teacher 
of Home Economics will be much missed. 
We give Lauren Hailstone our good wishes 
for her promotion to Head of Drama at the 
Royal Grammar School, High Wycombe. 
We congratulate Philip Tebbs on his 
outstanding work as Director of Music, and 
we wish him well in his new post at St 
Gabriel’s, Newbury. We thank Margaret 
Conway for her 20 years’ service as Head of 
History and wish her well in the academic 
research on which she is now embarking. 
Thanks go also to Daniel Koch whose 
teaching was much valued by pupils during 
Margaret Conway’s absence, and whose 
support was warmly appreciated by Jo Smail 
and Alex Neil. 


