










Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

Currently 24 girls are participating at Bronze 
Level, 14 girls at Silver Level and 5 girls at 
Gold Level. All Bronze and Silver pupils have 
completed their expeditions and now need to 
ensure that they are progressing smoothly 
through the other sections of their programme. 

Girls are now able to take ownership of their 
participation in the Award, each girl running 
her own eDofE account and thus recording 
her targets for each section and then tracking 
her progress and attaching evidence to 
demonstrate her involvement. Some girls have 
found this difficult, but everyone is learning 
from the first year of the programme, and I 
anticipate that completing records on-line will 
become increasingly easy in future years.  
 
Thanks go to Gordon Hunt, Ray Potts and 
Toby Kirtley for all their help and support 
with our expeditions and training days, and to 
Nicole DeRushie for assisting on our Bronze 
final expedition. 

Helen Tomlinson
 
Languages 
 
An exciting term saw the culmination of 
various projects. Year 8 explored French 
history and the storming of the Bastille, and 
girls gave a series of informative presentations 
on the French Revolution. Year 7 created 
inventive and imaginative houses for sale in 
their mock auction. Some Year 9 girls wrote a 
school prospectus in French, and others 
imagined life at school in the last century, 
girls recording video clips, writing texts and 
designing images. It was good to see much 
creativity and resourcefulness as girls 
explored various contexts for writing in 
French.   

In their studies of Roman and Egyptian 
history, girls presented a series of mini plays 
re-telling ancient myths and inviting some 
lively audience participation. 
  
Many girls deserve praise, and several in 
particular. Rebekah Lilley (Year 10) and 
Emily Plummer and Emily Dyde (Year 9) are 
congratulated on their determination and 
success in French.  Helena Christensen is 
commended for her exceptional work in 
Spanish. It is good to see the current interest 
in GCSE, AS and A Level Latin and GCSE 
Ancient Greek, and special congratulation 
goes to Sarah Kehoe and Alexandra Cotter. 
 
The term brought the return of Katrina 
Hamlin to China following her much valued 
help in covering the maternity leave of Lucy 
Howard. At the end of term we marked the 
retirement of Mary Birtill whose teaching of 
Spanish for the past 15 years at Rye has 
inspired so many girls, not least those who 
have gone on to study Spanish at university 
and beyond. 

Joanne Croft
 
Boarding 
 
All of us are excited to see The Cottage’s new 
Sixth Form and boarding facilities, in 
particular the entrance hall, dining room, 
common rooms and study rooms.  

We say goodbye to Naomi Cutting as she 
leaves us to begin her teacher training and 
embark on married life as Mrs McDowell, and 
we say goodbye also to Victoria Mountford as 
she takes up her place for her Master’s degree 
in Shakespeare Studies at the University of 
Birmingham Shakespeare Institute. 
 

Helen Tomlinson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Religious Life 
 
A group of girls represented Rye at the annual 
diocesan Good Shepherd Mass, this year held 
at the Littlemore Church of Blessed Dominic 
Barberi.  

We raised £175 to present at the Mass for the 
support of young carers and vulnerable 
people. 
 
Lily Duffy and Bethany Taylor gave our 
cheque to Bishop William Kenney at the 
offering of the gifts. 

David Willcock
 
Home Economics 
 
Year 6 girls have been working on a Textiles 
project to design and make their own 
cushions. Girls experimented with a variety of 
techniques, with some happy outcomes, in 
particular for Katie Abson, Lily Seaward, 
Bethany Taylor and Lily Duffy. 

Year 3 discovered that they liked fish this 
term, and they have been enjoying cooking a 
range of fun, fancy, finger foods while 
learning about the importance of each 

different food group. If you want to know 
which foods to eat to make yourself clever, 
just ask Year 3.  

 
Year 9 had the opportunity this term to 
produce two international dishes of their 
choice. This resulted in wonderful aromas 
wafting from the Food Technology room and 
22 beautifully presented traditional dishes 
from around the world. Exotic and 
sophisticated competition notwithstanding, the 
lemon meringue pie made by Jessie Judges 
won everyone’s vote.  

Laura Burgoine 

Inter House 
 
Pupils of all ages have welcomed the 
extended inter-house opportunities launched 
in September 2009. Pupils have had the 
opportunity to gain points through various 
means including work in each subject area, 
good deeds, sport, art, singing and music, 
debating and special events, for example, 
Citizenship Day, Quizzes and the Charity 
Fashion Show.  
 
The system has allowed us to develop roles of 
responsibility in school with elected senior 
and junior House Captains, as well as Year 
Group Captains. In sport, pupils elected 
captains for swimming and athletics on Sports 
Day. Roles of responsibility have not been 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



devised exclusively for pupils. In September 
the houses will be given additional support 
from our four new House Co-ordinators –
Mark Evans for Binsey, James Bass for 
Stonor, Brian Sharland for Hendred and Peter 
Atkey for Holywell.  
 
House points have been fought for with 
enthusiasm and 120 pupils gained a Bronze 
level certificate, 25 a Silver level certificate 
and 4 pupils a Gold level certificate – Pia 
Steinke (Stonor, Year 10) with 111 points, 
Dina Tavakoli-Toroghi (Holywell, Year 8) 
with 152 points, Cynthia Muthoni (Hendred, 
Year 7) with 157 points and Olivia Nash 
(Binsey, Year 8) with 186 points. 
Congratulations are extended to these girls for 
their impressive endeavours this year. 
 
The final outcome this year, once points from 
all individuals and events have been tallied, is 
as follows: 
 
4th Holywell 6,436 points 
3rd Stonor  6,521 points 
2nd  Binsey  6, 779 points 
1st Hendred 7,073 points  
 
Congratulations to everyone and to Hendred 
as House Champions. 

Helen Tomlinson
 
Music 
 
Girls have enjoyed preparing for the Choir 
Tour to Paris in the first week of the summer 
holidays. Girls will give three concerts, the 
first at the Champ de Mars, the second at the 
Church of St Clothilde and the third at 
Disneyland, and everyone involved is looking 
forward to this first Choir Tour for Rye. 
Thanks go to the Parents’ Committee for their 
purchase of the new choir folders, and thanks 
go to the Chairman of the Parents’ 
Committee, Shuna McGregor, for arranging 
the purchase of the Choir Tour hoodies.  
 
Trinity Term brought new opportunities for 
Bazz Jand and and its new sister ensemble for 
younger girls, Jazzles, and audiences have 
enjoyed a series of lively and entertaining 
performances from both groups, including 
Bazz Jand’s Lady Gaga medley at the Charity 
Fashion Show in aid of Starlight. 

Classical instrumental work has been well 
represented, with the Year 10 ensemble giving 
some outstanding performances, and the 
Junior Orchestra going from strength to 
strength under the direction of Rebecca 
Mitchell, who deserves real praise for all her 
help and support in the department this year. 
We welcome her to the team as a full time 
member of the Music staff from September. I 
look forward to rolling out a more extensive 
programme of chamber ensembles with 
Rebecca’s help in the coming year. 

Associated Board Music results have been 
strong this year, with the last session in May 
yielding all Merit and Distinction grades. The 
girls involved should be proud of their 
achievements. Thanks go to our Visiting 
Teachers of Music who set and achieve high 
standards of music-making for their pupils  
and prepare girls so well for their 
performances and examinations. Thanks go 
also to Margaret Jones for her work with the 
Junior School choirs.  
 
The Junior School Concert at the end of term 
brought many fine performances, not least 
from Evie Hambidge, the upcoming Year 7 
Music Scholar who performed admirably on 
both flute and piano.  

Ellie Calver

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sixth Form 
 
Susie Kumah as Head Girl and her team of 
Patricians gave strong leadership throughout 
their year of office. Amy Clifford proved a 
highly efficient and inspiring Sports Captain, 
and Jess Townson was the driving force 
behind our fund-raising for Hope Foundation, 
a charity introduced to us by former pupils, 
Lotte Duncan and her daughter Daisy. Hope 
supports street children in Calcutta, and we 
were pleased to raise funds for Hope’s work. 
 
May brought the election of the next team of 
Patricians, and congratulations go to Kathryn 
Hampshire and Megan McGregor as Head 
Girls for so quickly and successfully making 
their mark. Congratulations go to Jemima 
Howard and Rebecca Nourse as Sports 
Captains, in particular for their organisation of 
Sports Day. Well done also to the new Heads 
of House - Evie Bennett (Binsey), Hannah 
Grovenor (Hendred), Lucie Kenrick 
(Holywell) and Eugenia Olok (Stonor) – for 
giving direction to a range of activities 
throughout the term, culminating in 
Citizenship Day and its enterprising activities 
and presentations, not least the sophisticated 
DVD advertisements.  
 
A beautiful May evening gave the setting for 
this summer’s Ball and a happy evening for 
everyone, dinner accompanied by music from 
the jazz band, followed by a disco as everyone 
took to the dance floor.  

At the Leavers’ Mass, Father Fred and Father 
Benny blessed each girl individually, and 
Mass provided an opportunity to mark a 
special moment as girls completed their 
school years and turned to their examinations 
and their university plans.  

Joanne Croft

Junior School 
 
The extension and refurbishment of the Junior 
Library and the installation there of four new 
computers was celebrated in an opening 
ceremony with Liz Kessler, the popular writer 
of the Emily Windsnap and Philippa Fisher 
books. Tea followed on Langley Lawn with 
the opportunity for girls to buy signed copies 
of Liz Kessler’s books. 

We supported the charity LEPRA with a line 
dancing event, during which, the pupils 
presented their donations, a spectacular total 
of £1091.42. This means that Rye has made it 
possible for 51 people to be cured of leprosy. 
LEPRA has long been supported by Rye, our 
introduction to the charity having been made 
twenty years ago by Mrs Nancy Trenaman, a 
former Principal of St Anne’s College, 
Oxford, and for several terms of office a 
Governor of Rye. 
 
Rye warmly welcomed 40 members of the 
Woodstock Red Cross Disabled Group to a 
concert and a tea in Heynes Hall. The 
members all enjoyed the children’s delightful 
performances and the scrumptious tea. 
 

At the Earl Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
Open Morning in May visitors much 
appreciated the welcome given by Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



pupils who acted as guides throughout the 
occasion.  
 
Pupils collected an impressive 1088 cyber 
leaves from their green activities which means 
that we shall be rewarded with butterfly, 
ladybird and stick insect botanical kits, a 
ladybird and insect house, two fruit trees and 
five sucker bug kits. Congratulations to 
everyone for thinking and being green, and 
especial congratulations to our Year 5 eco-
wardens. 
 
Juniors enjoyed the assembly performances 
from musicians in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, their 
performances well illustrating their dedication 
and perseverance in instruments ranging from 
recorder to double bass. 
 
Our Pet Assembly attracted a wide cross-
section of our pets, and everyone behaved 
surprisingly well from the Airdale Terrier to 
the Jackapoodle, from the rabbits to the 
guinea pigs and gerbils. No one escaped and 
no one got lost!  

 
Nursery and Reception did a sponsored walk 
around the grounds collecting balloons on 
their way. They showed great spirit and 
determination to finish. 
 
Pupils in Year 3 were keen to tell the rest of 
the school about their trip to Warwick Castle, 
especially about visiting the sword in the 
stone and seeing the eagles soaring above the 
castle. 
 
Year 6 enjoyed their visit to the John 
Radcliffe Hospital to take part in the Injury 
Minimization Programme for Schools, an 
introduction to resuscitation and first aid. 
The Year 6 Camping Experience was a night 

to remember from learning to pitch tents to 
sitting around the camp fire munching 
marshmallows and reminiscing about Year 6. 
Remarkably only one tent collapsed during 
the night! 

Outdoor learning took place for the Year 4s in 
their trip to Harcourt Arboretum where they 
learnt how to identify trees and how to 
conserve nature as part of the National 
Conservation Week. 

Years 1 and 2, as part of their science topics 
on plants and animals, visited Cotswold 
Wildlife Park and were keen to identify all the 
different species. They especially enjoyed 
watching the lion sleep and learnt that he 
would sleep for 20 hours a day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The EYFS children enjoyed their trip to 
Cotswold Farm Park, learning how to milk a 
cow and how to drive a motorised tractor. 
 
A visit to Oxford Castle offered activities 
ranging from pupils climbing the haunted 
stone castle tower and marvelling at the views 
across the whole of Oxford to visiting the 
gruesome Victorian prison. Everyone 
managed to escape to enjoy a picnic and a 
sunny return to Rye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We did not recognise the Year 5s when they 
dressed up as authentic Tudors as part of their 
visit to Sulgrave Manor. Many interesting 
facts were learnt, for example, that a servant’s 
annual wage would buy just 2 bags of sugar! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Share-a-Story Month saw 15 pupils 
creating a descriptive and cliff hanging story 
started by author, Jeremy Strong. 
 
Year 6 pupils are now proficient in riding 
their bicycles, following successful 
completion of their Oxfordshire County 
Council six-week training programme. 
 
The Junior Sugg Cup Reading Competition 
invited pupils to read aloud a piece of 
humorous prose or a funny poem. The 
standard was consistently high, everyone 
reading with confidence, fluency and 

expression, and competition was thus 
proportionately strong. Congratulations go to 
the winners: Jessica Kirby (Julia Donaldson, 
Handiwork), Celestina Allen (Jeff Brown, 
Flat Stanley) and Maheen Baluch (Ken 
Nesbitt My Excellent Education). Special 
commendation goes to Alice Fahey for her 
memorable rendition of Lewis Carroll’s The 
Jumblies. 
 
Olivia Gooding gave us a superbly organised 
Let’s Dance Competition. 
 
Our day-to-day activities include a busy extra-
curricular programme, with this term a total of 
28 clubs on offer, ranging from tag rugby to 
art club to book club to swimming. 
 
Our many achievements were celebrated at 
our annual Prize-Giving, this year’s prizes 
being presented by our guest speaker, Rónan 
Busfield, Lay Clerk at St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor Castle. Everyone especially enjoyed 
his performance of On the Street Where You 
Live from My Fair Lady, and we were proud 
to have Ellie Calver accompanying him. 
 

Jo Reed
 
St Antony’s Day 
 
The Sunday of our St Antony’s Weekend fell 
conveniently this year on St Antony’s Day 
itself, 13 June.  
 
Celebrations began with Mass for Old Girls 
and our First Holy Communicants celebrated 
by Father Fred Heiding and Father Benny 
Juliawan, the two Jesuit priests from Campion 
Hall who, with Father Festo Mkemba, have 
served as our Chaplaincy Team for the past 
four years. We shall miss Father Fred and 
Father Benny as they take up their new work, 
Father Fred in Stockholm and Father Benny in 
Indonesia, and we warmly thank them for all 
that they have done for Rye and send them 
our good wishes and prayers for the future. 
 
Our St Antony’s Day Mass was followed by a 
buffet luncheon and an afternoon of 
entertainments, the dog show and pony rides 
proving especially popular, and everyone 
enjoying our beautiful grounds on a 
spectacularly beautiful summer’s day. 



King Award 2010 
 
The Ivy King Award was established in 1993 
by Gwen King in memory of her sister, Ivy 
King, Ivy King being one of the two 
foundresses of Rye St Antony and living here 
at school until her death at the age of 94 on 26 
March 1993. 
 
Miss Gwen wished the award to recognise 
merit and support need in areas of individual 
talent and endeavour. After Ivy’s death, Gwen 
continued to live here at school until her own 
death at the age of 99 on 9 July 2000, 
following which her memorial fund and the 
monies left to Rye in her will were added to 
the original fund, and the award renamed The 
King Award. 
 
The Award has proved popular for pupils of 
all ages, attracting many strong applications 
year by year. Awards for 2010 are made as 
follows:  
 
Celestina Allen, Year 3 
Irish Dancing, £100 
 
Amy Carter, Year 6 
Scuba Diving Lessons, £150 
 
Catherine Dorrian, Year 6 
Swimming costs, £150 
 
Olivia Gooding, Year 6 
Cooking equipment for Junior School 
Cooking Club, £200 
 
Olivia Purvis, Year 6 
Carriage Driving, £100 
 
Bethany Taylor, Year 6 
Piano or Keyboard, £200 
 
Zara Allen, Year 7 
Flute Lessons, £200 
 
Esme Calcutt, Year 7 
Purchase of ballet shoes, £200 
 
Zoe Dixon, Year 7 
Windsurfing, £250 
 
Charlotte Gooding, Year 8 
Golf woods and art materials, £200 

Olivia Nash, Year 8 
Stagecoach Workshop, £200 
 
Anna Calcutt, Year 9  
Riding lessons course, £150 
 
Jessica Judges, Year 9 
Touring costs and termly fee for the 
Oxfordshire Youth Wind Band, £300 
 
Jessie Lam, Year 9 
Piano lessons, £200 
 
Rainbow Wu, Year 9 
Piano lessons, £200 
 
Amy Johnson, Year 10 
School visit to New York, £200 
 
Amy Kirtley, Year 10 
GCSE Dance costs and Ballet and Dance 
School membership, £350 
 
Shauni McGregor, Year 10 
Purchase of professional standard flute, £350 
 
Sophie Bull, Year 11 
Horse riding entry costs, £350 
 
Katie Calcutt, Year 11 
Piano lessons, £200 
 
Francesca Padley, Year 11 
Singing costs as member of Oxford Girls’ 
Choir, £200 
 
Evangeline Bennett, Year 12 
Fees for Sands Theatre Arts School, £350 
 
Sarah Kehoe, Year 12 
JACT Classical Greed 2010 Summer School, 
£350 
 
Rebecca Nourse, Year 12 
Two-week French course in Montpellier, £200 
 
Rebecca Emerson, Year 13 
Tennis lessons, £200 
 
Chloe Leung, Year 13 
Piano lessons, £200 
 
Hermione Stanley, Year 13 
International sailing expenses, £500 


